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Let’s Keep the Giving Spirit Alive
Beyond the Holiday Season!

Foundation?
What Foundation?
Kevin Barber
Chairman of the BNI Foundation Worldwide Inc.
& ED BNI Germany South-West
It is strangely reassuring
to travel to different countries, talk about the BNI
Foundation, meet new
people and hear them say
“that’s really interesting, I
didn’t even know we have
a foundation” or “yes, I
have heard about that,
but we don’t want to have
to send our money to the
US, we want it to stay
in the country”. And this is reassuring, because it
means the potential we have for not only “Changing
the Way the World Does Business” but also “Changing the Way Business Sees the World” is even bigger
than we thought.
Little did I imagine when Beth Misner sent me a
WhatsApp message last October saying we needed
to talk, that she was about to offer me the position
of Chairman of the BNI Foundation Worldwide Inc.
The best opportunities in life rarely come at the most
convenient time and October 2017 was anything but
convenient timing, but Beth was very fair and said,
“you can have as much time as you need as long as
it’s by tomorrow afternoon!”.
Cont. on pg. 3

Activities

Check Out what Business Voices teams
around the world are doing to help schools in
their communities by clicking here.

Where Were We, Where We Are,
Where Are We Going?
David Kauffman
Vice-Chair of the BNI Foundation Worldwide
INC. & Managing Director BNI Delaware Valley Regions
About a year ago Jeff Stay contacted me and asked
if I would become a member of the BNI Foundation
Board of Directors. Without hesitation I said yes!
Shortly after that I received a text from Beth Misner. It simply stated I need to speak to you, today
if possible. I promptly called her and asked what
was wrong? Beth’s reply was would you be willing
to work with Kevin Barber as Vice-Chair of the BNI
Foundation? I asked who he was? I only know of
him from a video called Connect 5. She explained he
may be the next Chair of the foundation. I thought
maybe I should speak to him before I agree. So, I
informed Beth I would call him soon and get back
to her. Beth asked if I could accomplish this before
tomorrow morning! The next step was a call in the
middle of the night that lasted a bit over an hour and
I knew this would be a good thing. Kevin and I had
the same thoughts on the direction of the BNI Foundation. I had no idea what would happen next, but I
was excited to make a difference.
Kevin and I met
the following
month at the BNI
Global Conference and began
to review and
plan to change
the direction and
truly become the
BNI Foundation
Worldwide. We
spoke to as many
directors and donors as we could

get to listen to us We wanted to let them know there
was change in the future and it would come quickly.
Once home I began to pour over the books and I
must say I was surprised by what I found. I saw a
foundation that was very top heavy in expenses and
declining in donations. I knew this had to change
and quickly.
The next big event in the foundations direction was a
3-day summit with Ivan and Beth Misner, Kevin and
me in their home in Austin. We worked hard to complete a strategic plan to present to BNI. I am happy
to announce that we cut our expenses down to the
bare minimum. With the help of Graham Weihmiller
and the board of BNI we were able to secure funding
to cover all our operation costs. How many charities
can say that 100% of all donations are being directed back to the children and the local communities
that support them! We are now one of the few!
Cont. on pg. 3

The second round of Givers Gain® Grants
for 2018 have been awarded to the following
instutituions. Congratulations to all.

GIVERS GAIN GRANTS
AWARDED
®

Swift Youth Foundation, Scottsdale, AZ
Just for Girls, West Bradenton, FL
Carlson School

•

•

•

Horizon House, Philadelphia, PA

Investing in Kids, St. Augustine, FL

Building Blocks School

The BNI Foundation at the
2018 Global Convention
The BNI Global Convention was a great succes for the BNI
Foundation with over $36,000 raised! Read more about our time
in Bangkok Thailand in our news story.

FOUNDATION? WHAT FOUNDATION?
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But, honestly, how could I possibly say no? We connect over 240,000 business owners in over 70 countries and all of them know the best way to do business is by adopting the philosophy of Givers Gain. 24
hours later, after a call in the middle of the night with
the remarkable David Kauffman, who I had never met
before, but felt an immediate strong connection with,
we both agreed to say yes to working together. David
is now formally vice-chair, but this really means he
does all the work and I get all the glory, so if you ever
have the chance to tell him that he is the real motor behind what we are building here, please do so.
Without him I would be lost (but don’t tell him I told
you!)
I would like to share with you some initial thoughts
on where we are and where we are going. BNI is a
business referral organization – we join to generate

Where Were We, Where We
Are, Where Are We Going?
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Other great news to report to our donors. We have
completed our 1023 and the IRS after many months
of waiting have granted the BNI Foundation full public charity status. What does this mean? It now allows us to participate in many fundraising programs
like Amazon Smiles and the Home Depot donation
program. We are now able to transfer our restricted
accounts to the Foundation for the Carolinas who
will administer our grants quicker and at a lower
cost. They will also allow us to use their beautiful
facility to hold events.
Yes, there is more! We are expanding our board

more business. We don’t join because we want to
give to charity and are short of ideas who should get
it. And the BNI Foundation does not exist in order for
us to comply with our CSR-obligations or because
we feel sorry for anyone, it exists because we have a
real opportunity to make a difference to the communities in which we do business – to make these communities more successful and as a result to make
them a better place to do business in the future.
BNI is a unique organization which brings together
business owners from all over the world. There is
nothing like us - and the BNI Foundation has every
chance to become an equally unique foundation
making a genuine difference in the world. (To be
continued, because they only give me one page – or
if you cannot wait, mail me your questions, thoughts
and ideas on kevin@bni.com. I look forward to working with you).
Thank you for reading!

to include international members including India,
Japan, Canada, and others. We have streamlined the
grant process to be able to get funds out quicker.
Our website has been updated and we continue
to make improvements. The BNI Foundation store
continues to grow with new opportunities to create
passive donations and we have added many new
monthly donors.
What does the future look like?
From my eyes it looks bright and promising! We
are adding donors, board members, grants, and
many other relationships with donors from around
the world. We are working with several new countries and regions to get involved both in fund raising
and helping those in need through Business Voices
Teams. We are looking forward to a great year of
growth and productivity with your generous help.

